f Part week.
The rise in the number of dysentery cases reported in April has continued this month as has also the rise in chickenpox, although the latter now shows signs of waning.
Diphtheria (38) is again below the figure for the corresponding month of last year (53), while whooping cough at 336 is also less than for May, 1949, when it was responsible for 546 cases.
The birth rate remains practically the same as for last month, although at 20.9 it is lower than the corresponding period of last year, 22.7.
The death rate, 13.3, is up slightly on last year, 12.5, but remains the same as for last month. This increase would appear to be largely caused by the increased number of deaths from respiratory diseases, 51 as against 26 in May, 1949 . This is part of an increase which appeared last month and would seem to be connected with the weather which has been colder than is customary for the period under
